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SUBJECT: FRANCO-CANADIAN HAWAII TELESCOPE PROJECT 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: THE 5-YEAR OLD FRANCO-CANADIAN 
PROJECT TO MOUNT A 3.6 METER TELESCOPE ON MAUNA KEA 
IN HAWAII IS NEARLY ON SCHEDULE, WITH SOME DELAYS IN 
BOTH CONSTRUCTION AND MOUNTING OF THE INSTRUMENT AND 
ESTABLISHING THE NECESSARY INFRASTRUCTURE FOR ITS 
PERSONNEL. THE CURRENT PROGNOSIS IS THAT THE TELESCOPE 
WILL START OPERATING ABOUT A YEAR LATE, IN LATE 1979 

OR EARLY IN 1980. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 3.6 METER FRANCO-CANADIAN 
OPTICAL TELESCOPE NEAR THE SUMMIT OF MOUNT MAUNA KEA 
ON HAWAII ISLAND HAS BEEN UNDER DISCUSSION FOR MORE 
THAN FIVE YEARS. PROJECT IS DIRECTED BY THE CANADA 
FRANCE HAWAII TELESCOPE CORPORATION (CFH), AN ENTITY 
WHOSE 10-MAN BOARD OF DIRECTORS IS COMPOSED OF FOUR 
FRENCHMEN, FOUR CANADIANS AND TWO HAWAIIANS. THE 
PRESIDENCY OF THE CORPORATION ROTATES BETWEEN CANADA 
AND FRANCE. THE PRESENT PRESIDENT, MR. DELHAYE, IS 

TO BE REPLACED IN 1978 BY THE CANADIAN VICE PRESIDENT, 

MR. MACRAE. 
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3. THIS BODY FINISHED A MEETING IN PARIS ON DECEMBER 
16, 1977, WHERE A CONSENSUS WAS REACHED THAT THE 
MAJOR PROBLEMS HAVE NOW BEEN DEALT WITH. THE SITE OF 
THE TELESCOPE HAS BEEN FIXED AS HAS THAT OF THE BUILD- 
INGS WHERE THE PERSONNEL WILL LIVE. THE LACK OF 
OPTIMUM OBSERVATION SITES IN FRANCE HAD LED THE GOF 
TO SEEK INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS. AFTER SEEKING 
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COLLABORATION WITH THE US, UK, GERMANY, AND ITALY, AND 
FINDING EACH OTHERWISE OCCUPIED IN ASTRONOMICAL PURSUITS, 
FRANCE BEGAN ITS COOPERATION WITH CANADA. THESE LATTER 
TWO COUNTRIES SHARE THE COST OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
THIS TELESCOPE, WHILE THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII IS TO 
CONTRIBUTE THE GENERAL INFRASTRUCTURE. 

4. THE NEXT DECISION FACING THE CORPORATION IS THE 
SELECTION OF A THIRD SITE TO HOUSE ITS PERMANENT OFFICES 
AND FACILITIES FOR THE RECEPTION OF VISITORS. SEVERAL 
HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED AND THE CORPORATION HOPES THAT AT 
ITS NEXT MEETING, SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 2 IN 
HAWAII, A DEFINITE CHOICE WILL BE MADE ON A SITE NOT 

TOO FAR FROM THE SEA, WHERE THE WEATHER IS NOT TOO 
UNPLEASANT. 

5. NORMAL PRODUCTION DELAYS HAVE HELD UP THE MANU- 
FACTURE OF THE TELESCOPE, WHICH IS BEING PRODUCED IN 
FRANCE. THE POLISHING OF THE MIRRORS IS TO BE CARRIED 
OUT IN CANADA. THE CORPORATION S PRESIDENT TOLD 
EMBOFF ON DEC. 19 THAT HE HOPED TO SEE THE TELESCOPE 
FUNCTIONING IN THE LATTER HALF OF 1979 OR AT THE 
LATEST, THE EARLY PART OF 1980. 

6. THE TELESCOPE SITE IN HAWAII, FROM THE POINT OF 
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VIEW OF DELHAYE AND OTHER ASTRONOMERS, IS NEARLY 
IDEAL, BOTH BECAUSE OF THE WIDE RANGE OF THE SKY 
VISIBLE FROM THIS POINT, AS WELL AS ITS RELATIVELY 
ISOLATED LOCATION WHERE AUTOMOBILE FUMES AND OTHER 
MANMADE POLLUTION IS LESS LIKELY TO INTERFERE WITH 
THE CLARITY OF OBSERVATIONS. OTHER TELESCOPES WILL 
EVENTUALLY BE BUILT ON THE SAME MOUNTAIN, ONE BY 
THE UNITED KINGDOM INFRARED RADIO TELESCOPE (UKIRT), 

AND ANOTHER BY THE RADIO ASTRONOMY ORGANIZATION (RAO), 
ALL THREE GROUPS EXPECT TO SAVE A GOOD DEAL OF MONEY 
AND EFFORT BY SHARING INFRASTRUCTURE. AND ALL EXPECT 
TO MAKE THE AREA AN IMPORTANT ASTRONOMICAL CENTER IN 
THE NEAR FUTURE. 

HARTMAN 
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